Christmas in the Manger 1

Christmas in the Manger

(The Nativity from the perspective of the animals in the stable)
Characters

4 animals (2 sheep, cow, rooster) 
Shepherds 


Script

Sheep 1: "Hey, look at that! 

Sheep 2: "Who is it?" 

Rooster: "It’s Mary and Joseph!" 

Sheep 2: "Where are they going?" 

Rooster: "They’re at the Inn. They need a place to stay for the night." 

Sheep 2: "That man does not seem to be a very nice innkeeper . . . what’s his problem, anyway?" 

Sheep 1: "He’s probably a little upset because of all the work he’s had to do lately. Ever since the census began the Inn has been filled to capacity with travelers." 

Sheep 2: "Yes, but doesn’t he know about the baby? Doesn’t he know that Mary is about to give birth to the son of God?" Doesn’t he CARE!?" 

Rooster: "I’m afraid not. . ." 

Sheep 2: "Hey look! I think the innkeeper’s found a room for them!" 

Sheep 1: "I wouldn’t exactly call it a room. . ." 

Sheep 2: "He’s sending them to the stable … right here. . ." 

Rooster: "Imagine that! He’s got that big beautiful place there, and he’s sending them out to the stable! If he only knew. . ." 

Sheep 1: "If he only knew what?" 

Rooster: "I was just thinking, if he only knew what was going to happen, he would’ve given Mary and Joseph the king’s suite! 

Sheep1: "Do see what is happening? Look at our new neighbors!" 

Cow:  "But they’re humans. They aren’t supposed to live in a barn!" 
Sheep1: Can you imagine! It’s not like we’ve got all the room in the world to begin with. Why can’t they find a place of their own! Hey, hey, what’s that woman doing? She can’t put him there . . . no. . . . NO... NO! Not in my food! Why did she have to put it on my food! That’s my food! Are you looking at this?!!! What are you going to do about this! She can’t put that baby on my food! 

Sheep 2: "Now, now, try not to get upset. . . 

Cow: Just as long as she doesn’t come looking to ME to FEED him! I finished my work for the night. 

Rooster: "Children, children, children . . . how naive you are! Do you not know who this is! Are you not aware that this is not just any human family! That little one over there is the one who made us. He is our creator. 

Sheep1: Rooster, you’ve been chasing too many hens around the yard! The little one was just born a few minutes ago! 

Rooster: Yes, but born as a human. As God, He has always been, and always will be. Stop and listen for a moment. . 

(Pause for a moment while everyone listens) 

Cow: I hear a baby crying? 

Sheep 2: Yes, yes, I hear it too!  

Rooster: It’s the cry of a king. That little baby is the king of all creation. And he has chosen to come here, to our little stable behind the inn, to be born as a man. 

[Enter Shepherd]

Sheep 2: "What’s that shepherd doing here?" 
Rooster: "The shepherds were the first people to hear about the savior being born." 

Sheep 1: Oh yeah? Who told them? 

Rooster: The angels. 

Sheep 2: You’re kidding, right? You don’t mean that these guys in white robes came around and said, "Oh, by the way, Jesus was just born.
Rooster: The Bible tells us that the shepherds saw them in the foothills where they were tending their sheep. The angels were praising God and singing about the birth of Jesus. 

(A shepherd begins walking across the stage). . . Sir! Hey you, sir, come over here!
Shepherd: Are you talking to me?
Rooster: "Yes sir, we need to talk to you! Were you there when the angels came?" 

Shepherd: "Yes, it was fantastic" 

Rooster: "So can you tell us what happened? What did they tell you?" 

Shepherd: "Well, I never shook so much in my whole life. But they said do not be afraid. That a savoir is born today.
Sheep 1: "Boy, I bet everyone must have been shocked to see the angels in the sky that night!" 

Shepherd: "Well, that’s not the only thing in the night sky that surprised us." 

Sheep 2: "What do you mean?" 

Rooster: "I know! I know! He’s talking about the star." 

Sheep 2: "There must have been hundreds of stars out that night!" 

Rooster: "Yes, but not like this one." This star was special." 

Shepherd: "He’s right. This star was special. It was a star that shone brighter in the sky than any other star. A star that would lead us, and others from far away to leave their homes and travel to Bethlehem. It was a star that appeared . . . somewhere over the manger. 

Sheep 2:  But what does this mean? Who is this king? This savior?

Rooster: It’s like I told you. This King is God. Coming to earth to show his love for each one of us. This is only the beginning. This humble birth in a stable. He will spend his life showing people over and over again how much God loves them. And he will show all of us how to love God back; we can return God’s love by loving Him in our neighbor – each person, one at a time, moment by moment. – Until we all join our Father in Heaven. He will show everyone how to bring back love into the world by keeping Jesus amongst us.

Sheep 1: Wow – how can all this happen?  How can we do it all? We’re too small, and the world is a tough place. Look how much Mary and Joseph suffered just getting here. And the little baby Jesus, He must be cold.

Rooster:  Yes it is true; love always somehow involves the mystery of suffering.  Already Jesus is showing us that. He is showing us that in order to enter into the world of others to love them, it always has a cost. But it is all about Love, and somehow in this great mystery, the suffering is turned into joy! And he’ll continue to teach us about that until he joins his Father again. But that is another story for another day.

Sheep 2:   Look! More shepherds are coming. They’ve come to see the baby Jesus and worship him.

 [More Shepherds arrive]

Sheep 1:   Wow, what a night! 

Cow: This IS a great day. This is the beginning of something wonderful for all of creation. I feel so, so JOYFULL. 

Sheep 1: Let’s all celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Rooster: "That’s right, we must celebrate! For the birthday of Christ is the greatest story on earth. It is a story that can be told over and over again, and it will never lose its meaning, or excitement or hope.  And the message is always the same, God loves us immensely!!!
All Sing:   Joy to the World (or any other song that you feel is appropriate)
