Nativity Play

Based on Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 2:1-12
”Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken...So Joseph and Mary who was with child set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee...to the town of David called Bethlehem...in order to be registered together.”

Song:   THE FIRST NOEL

“While they were there the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-born.  She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn.”

Song:   AWAY IN A MANGER

“In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the night.  The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.  “Do not be afraid,”  said the angel, “Listen, I bring you tidings of great joy ... Today in the town of David a savior has been born to you;  he is Christ the Lord.”

Song:  SILENT NIGHT

“And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing:  “Glory to God in the highest...and peace, good will toward men.”

“So everyone hurried and found Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in the manger.  Then...some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.  “Where is the infant king of the Jews? We saw his star...and have come to worship.” ....and falling to their knees they worshiped him...offering ...him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh....”

Song:  WE THREE KINGS

And this…this is the story of the first Christmas, which continues to live in our hearts, and in our midst when we love each other as Jesus asks us to.

Song:  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

SONGS FOR THE NATIVITY PLAY

THE FIRST NOEL (bring in Angels, Shepherds)

The first Noel the angels did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep

Noel, Noel, Noel Noel,

Born is the King of Israel!
AWAY IN A MANGER (just Mary, Joseph, Baby doll, Star)

Away in a manger no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

SILENT NIGHT (bring in Shepherds, Angels around Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Star)

Silent night, holy night.

All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon virgin mother and child,

Holy infant so tender and mild.

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

WE THREE KINGS (bring in Kings, Star)

We three king of orient are

Bearing gifts we traverse afar

Field and fountain, moor and mountain

Following yonder star.  O-oh!

Star of wonder, star of night,

Star with royal beauty bright,

Westward leading still proceeding,

Guide us to thy perfect light.

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (everyone)

Angels we have heard on high,

Sweetly singing o’er the plain.

And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strain:

Glo -o-o-o-o-o- ia!   In excelsis Deo!

Glo -o-o-o-o-o- ia!   In excelsis Deo!

